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Lithograph of the examination of the Fox sisters by the “Buffalo doctors” in early 1851.
(Insets top to bottom) Doctors Austin Flint, Charles Broadhead Coventry and Charles Alfred Lee.
COURTESY R.L. BROWN HISTORY OF MEDICINE COLLECTION, UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO
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n a cold evening in March of 1848, just as the Fox family settled into their beds, the dis-
turbing noises began again. According to Margaret Fox, for the past two weeks each night
in their Hydesville, NY, home had been the same. “It sounded like someone knocking in
the east bedroom,” she stated in a signed confession. Margaret continued: “The first night we heard
the rapping we all got up, lit a candle, and searched all over the house.” Nothing was found. On
March 31, the noises were heard by the family again. This time, Margaret's youngest daughters,
Margaretta and Catherine (known commonly as Kate), ages 15 and 11 respectively, answered by
snapping their fingers. The spirits replied. After their initial shock, the girls demonstrated ‘theirl ﬁnding
to their parents. Soon the family invited their neighbors to witness these strange occurrences. Al-
though skeptical at first, their neighbors were surprised, shocked and soon convinced that they
were witnessing “spirit rappings.” Margaretta and Kate were communicating with the dead.
According to accounts, one of the first spirits the girls communicated with was a man
who had been murdered years earlier, and buried in the Fox family’s house. This spirit

spoke through raps, con-
firming information with
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one rap and denying with
two. When Ann Leah Fish,
the oldest of the Fox sisters
- then married and living
in nearby Rochester, NY -
heard about these events,
she offered to take her
younger siblings under her
care. The “Rochester Rap-
pings,” as these events
came to be known, opened
the world to the dead and
formed the basis for the
religion of Spiritualism.

Family portrait of the Fox sisters. From
left to right are: Margaretta, Kate and [ St
Ann Leah. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS L4}
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The notion of Spiritualism is rooted
in the thought that the spirits of the de-
ceased can return to the world of the liv-
ing, most readily with the intervention of
a medium. Through séances and ghostly
apparitions, loved ones could return for a
brief time with messages of hope, truth
or warning for the living. [Previous ex-
aminations of the Fox sisters and the rise
of Spiritualism can be found in the Fall
2005 and Summer 2014 issues of Western
New York Heritage, respectively. ]

The Rochester Rappings soon drew
the attention of three professors from the
University of Buffalo: Drs. Austin Flint,
Charles Lee and Charles Coventry.
When the doctors took notice of the Fox
sisters, the women were already quite fa-
mous. They had appeared throughout
New York State in Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica and New York City. Wherever the
sisters traveled, the mysterious knocking
sounds followed. Newspapers like the
New-York Tribune and the Buffalo Daily
Courier ran daily accounts of both believ-
ers and skeptics. Religious authorities
attempted, yet failed to explain the un-
settling sounds. Well-respected ladies
and gentlemen became ardent sup-
porters of the Fox sisters and Spiritual-
ism. But many doubters also arose. An
account from the Rochester Police
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Several public meetings were held in 1849 in
Rochester's Corinthian Hall, to investigate
the Fox sisters’ claims, when private investi-
gations had yielded no conclusions.

COURTESY ROCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY,
LOCAL HISTORY DIVISION
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Department recalled “the tremendous
excitement over the matter, when those
mysterious noises were first heard”
Since private investigations into
the nature of the Fox sisters’ rappings
did not come to any solid conclusions,
several public meetings were held in

Rochester’s Corinthian Hall. Neither of

By the time of the Buffalo examination, the University of Buffalo Medical School had moved from
its initial location to this purpose-built structure at Main and Virginia streets, which it called home

from 1849-1893.

COURTESY R.L. BROWN HISTORY OF MEDICINE COLLECTION, UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO
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the committees, which were established
to investigate the rappings at that time,
were able to account for the noises heard.
At the end of the last public Rochester
examination in December 1849, police
had to intervene. Visitors in the crowded
town hall had armed themselves with
fireworks, prepared to attack the sisters.

Indeed, sensational accounts sur-
rounded the Fox siblings. Surely, it was
these stories that sparked the curiosity of
Drs. Flint, Lee and Coventry in Buffalo.
As men of science, the supernatural
claims of the Fox sisters promised a tan-
talizing investigative challenge. They
were, after all, members of an emerging
group of physicians who eschewed the
more traditional apprenticeship model of
medicine for a university education.
Flint, Lee and Coventry believed the
best way to expand their professional
knowledge and authority was through
direct observation, hypotheses develop-
ment and experimentation, each hall-
marks of the scientific method. With the
ascension of the Fox sisters, séances and
Spiritualism into the American con-
sciousness, the doctors had found a new
phenomenon ripe for a rational and
scientific explanation.

Three Men of Science

and Medicine

Dr. Austin Flint was perhaps the
best-known of the three doctors. Born
October 20, 1812 in Petersham, MA,
Flint descended from three generations
of physicians. His grandfather (of the
same name) was an eminent surgeon
who served during the Revolutionary
Wiar. His father, Joseph Henshaw Flint,
was a highly respected doctor in western
Massachusetts. Flint spent time at
Amberst College before graduating from
Harvard Medical School in 1833. In
1836, after working in Boston for several
years, he established himself in Buffalo.
By 1841, Flint was admitted to the Erie
County Medical Society and one year
later he was appointed Health Physician
of Buffalo. Already highly regarded for
his diagnostic skills, it was in this capac-
ity as a public health officer that Flint’s

renown as a researcher grew.




During the fall of 1843, a fever epidemic spread throughout the small town of North
Boston, NY. Of the town’s 48 residents, 28 suffered from the illness. Ten of these indi-
viduals eventually died. After a thorough investigation, Flint identified the illness as
Typhoid Fever and isolated the source to a contaminated well whose water had been
tainted after its use by an out-of-state visitor. His subsequent publication in the
American Journal of Medical Sciences officially announced the nature of Typhoid Fever
as being a water-borne illness and is now acknowledged as a seminal work on the topic.

Perhaps Flint’s biggest accomplishment, however, was his role in the establishment of
Buftalo’s first university, the University of Buffalo, in 1846. Founded as a medical school,
Flint was instrumental in the creation of what is now one of the largest universities in
New York State. With fellow physicians, James Platt White and Frank Hastings Hamil-
ton, Flint secured the support of four key professors from Geneva Medical College (a
well-regarded, early medical school in Geneva, NY) and together these men opened their
new institution in the former First Baptist Church on the corner of Washington and
Seneca streets in downtown Buffalo. Drs. Charles A. Lee and Charles B. Coventry were
two of the professors from Geneva, becoming Buffalo’s first professors of Pathology and
Materia Medica and of Physiology and Medical Jurisprudence, respectively.

Born in Salisbury, CT in 1801, Dr. Charles Alfred Lee was initially interested in
joining the Congregationalist ministry. He enrolled in Williams College before going
on to Berkshire Medical College in Pittsficld, MA, where he graduated in 1825. He
was a prolific writer and well respected for his pieces on medical statistics, epidemiology
and pathology. While at Geneva Medical College, as the Dean of the Faculty, he
was a key voice in the acceptance of Elizabeth Blackwell, who, in 1849, was the first
American woman to graduate with a medical degree.

Dr. Charles Broadhead Coventry was born in April 1801, in a small town just
outside of Utica, NY. Like Flint, Coventry was also born into a family of physicians.
Although often ill as a youth, he was a devoted student. In 1822, when his health
improved during early adulthood, Coventry entered an apprenticeship within his
father’s medical practice. He also en-
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rolled in lectures at the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Western
New York, or Fairfield Medical College,
as it was commonly called. He grad-
uated in 1825 and soon after became a
member of the Medical Society of
Oneida County. He was a noted propo-
nent for the humane treatment of the
insane, and in 1843 helped to establish
the New York State Lunatic Asylum in
Utica, NY, a model institution for the
treatment of the mentally ill.

As men that moved in academic and
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professional circles far above the average
citizen, a sense of benevolent pater-
nalism came naturally to the doctors.
When a social situation arose that a less
informed individual might misunder-
stand, these men felt a duty to educate
and enlighten. Whether it concerned a
mysterious illness, the education of a
woman in a medical college or the treat-
ment of the mentally ill, the doctors saw
reason as the key to understanding.
When dealing with spiritual matters
however, the doctors would soon find
that even reason had its limits.
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When they came to Buffalo, the Fox sisters conducted séances at the Phelps House hotel,
where Dr. Coventry was also a resident. It was through attending one of these events that the
doctors became interested in divining the cause of the mysterious “rappings.”

COURTESY UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES, UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO

The Buffalo Examination

In 1851, two of the Fox sisters, Ann
Leah and Margaretta, arrived in Buffalo,
offering séances at the well-known
Phelps House hotel and boarding house
(where, incidentally, Dr. Coventry also
happened to reside). After an anonymous
visit to one of these gatherings, Flint,
Lee and Coventry published a letter in
the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser on
February 17, 1851. Being led there by cu-
riosity and driven “to prevent further
waste of time, money, and credulity,” they
claimed that the noises could be attrib-
uted to Margaretta, the younger sister.
The doctors explained in their letter that
they reached this conclusion by the sci-
entific method of exclusion. First, they
assumed “that the manifestations are not
to be regarded as spiritual.” Second, they
presumed that the rappings are not pro-
duced by instruments or other similar
artifacts, since the sisters have repeatedly
been examined by “lady committees.” A
mechanical device in the room was like-
wise excluded, since the sounds seemed
to come from many different locations.
What the doctors did suspect however,
was “that the sounds were due to the
agency of the younger sister, and that
they involved an effort of the will” Even
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though they had not yet physically exam-
ined her, the doctors were absolutely
convinced that it was Margaretta who
produced the noises “through... voluntary
muscles, upon the joints” They backed
their thesis by mentioning “[a] highly re-
spectable lady, of [Buffalo],” examined at
an carlier date, who could produce strik-
ingly similar sounds with her knee joint.
"This letter to the Commercial Adver-
tiser was an aggressive move by the doc-
tors. During the 19th century, many
people did not believe in the infallibility
of medicine. This was an era when many
competing medical theories existed. For
example, the doctrines of homeopathy
and botanical medicine were nearly as
popular with the general public as the
doctor’s own traditional, allopathic med-
icine. Also, in publishing their letter, the
doctors risked insulting followers of
Spiritualism (and possibly potential stu-
dents and patients), who were thankful
for the Fox sisters and their seemingly
remarkable abilities. Given these cir-
cumstances, the doctors must have been
quite secure in their theory. Indeed, they
most likely saw it as an opportunity to
enhance their medical authority.
Furthermore, aiming to debunk the
spiritualist claims of women of such
notoriety would certainly bring with it a

certain amount of exposure and publicity
for the University of Buffalo Medical
College, only five years old at the time.
Early institutional records show the uni-
versity was regarded as a business as well
as an educational institution. By directly
challenging one of the great cultural de-
velopments of the 19th century, the doc-
tors looked to engage more directly with
day-to-day life and to throw their pro-
fession, their reputation and their insti-
tution into the ring with hopes for a
swift and orderly cultural victory.

The Fox sisters were quick to react to
the doctors’ charges. On the next day,
they sent a card to the Commercial
Advertiser claiming they were interested
in “discover[ing] the origin of these
mysterious manifestations” themselves.
Ann Leah Fish and Margaretta Fox
challenged the doctors to visit them and
to investigate the source of the rappings.
Flint, Coventry and Lee accepted the
offer and met the sisters at the Phelps
House, where the Foxes were accom-
panied by three male and three female
friends.

The full account of the examination
from the doctors’ perspective can be read
in the Buffalo Medical Journal of March
1851. The examination itself was a deli-
cate matter, since the two sisters had to
be touched and partly restrained. Once
they were seated on a sofa, the knockings
suddenly began. To assure that the sisters
could not claim otherwise afterwards,
the doctors asked the talkative spirits if
they would indeed answer during the in-
vestigation. The answer was affirmative.
The proposed examination had three
segments. During the first, the two
women were seated upon two chairs and
their heels were placed on cushions and
on the sofa. This prevented them from
putting pressure on their feet. Just as the
doctors had expected, no rappings were
heard when the sisters were in this posi-
tion. Ann Leah was allowed to sit in a
neutral position toward the end of this
experiment, and as no sounds emerged,
the doctors focused ever closer on the
younger sister. After Margaretta re-
sumed “the usual position on the sofa,
knockings very soon began to be heard”

The doctors moved on to the second
phase of the investigation, which included
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he slightly relaxed the pressure upon Margaretta’s knee. The third phase, which was to
include bandaging the sisters’ knees, was never performed. The doctors were unable to
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trism. She criticized the doctors as speaking from “Olympic height of professional
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This lithograph depicts Dr. M. Schiff delivering his thesis on knockings in Paris, about the time

of Dr. Austin Flint’s visit.
FROM LES MYSTERES DE LA SCIENCE (1880)

COURTESY R.L. BROWN HISTORY OF MEDICINE COLLECTION, UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO

Authority” She also spoke of the doctors’
assumptions of the sisters’ guilt as enor-
mously hostile. She satirically questioned
how she and her sisters could have been
wearing out their knee-bones for nearly
three years and still manage to walk.
Furthermore, the sisters emphasized the
doctors’ charges were an insult to their
dignity as women. This was a clever
move. The Foxes entered the historical
scene during a time when females were
beginning to break out of their tradi-
tional roles. In 1848, the Seneca Falls
Convention was held, the first women’s
rights convention in American history.
The sisters painted the doctors’ attempt

60

to debunk them as simply another at-
tempt of male-dominated society to put
enterprising women back in their social
place.

Ann Leah further maintained that
the poor spiritual showing during the ex-
amination was because the spirits were
not willing to manifest themselves fully
in such an unfamiliar and hostile situa-
tion. She also charged that Lee, Flint
and Coventry had willfully disregarded
the rules drafted by the two Fox sisters
when they consented to the examination.
Again, her aim was to call into question
the doctors’ credibility. In truth, the doc-
tors had ignored some of these rules. To

the doctors, petty rules were simply
roadblocks, drafted to obscure the Fox
sisters” tricks. Scientific findings de-
manded the doctors follow their own
protocols.

The examination sparked a new series
of public discussions. On February 25,
1851, the New-York Tribune published a
letter written by Dr. Lee. He explained
the examination findings in greater de-
tail, attributing them to the partial
lateral dislocation of the knee joint. By
spending more time with the sisters after
the experiments, Dr. Lee witnessed rap-
ping sounds seemingly emanating from
tables and doors. Only if Margaretta Fox
was in close proximity, though. He at-
tempted to educate readers on the
various ways sound waves could be trans-
mitted through solid objects.

The next day, letters-to-the-editor
poured in to the New-York Tribune,
many critical of the doctors’ findings and
methods. Supporters of Spiritualism
pointed out that other spirit mani-
festations, many more remarkable than
rapping, could be witnessed during
séances. Floating tables, musical instru-
ments played without being touched and
messages from disembodied voices and
spirit slates offered proof of the spirit
realm. These believers would not accept
anything else.

And so the doctors made another dis-
covery: more rational, mundane explana-
tions were not seductive, not as powerful
as an encounter with the intoxicating in-
fluences of the unknown. In one of his
replies to his detractors, Dr. Lee stated
“two or more of these [letters] are from
lecturers, whose pecuniary interest is to
keep up the delusion and prevent any
satisfactory explanation from being be-
lieved by the public.” He continued, and
mentioned that all other spiritual phe-
nomena would be rationally explained in
the future, but he himself had “other
business to attend to.” And so both sides
moved on.

Aftermath

Ann Leah and Margaretta Fox left
Buffalo on February 25, 1851, for less
tumultuous pastures in Cleveland. Ann
Leah later referred to this phase of their




career as their highly successful “Ohio Campaign.” By 1854, the ideals of the Fox sisters
and other like-minded individuals had permeated American culture to such a degree
that Spiritualism was estimated to have attracted over one million followers. The
doctors likewise returned to their day-to-day duties as professors and clinicians. Yet the
events of that examination were never fully left behind by cither side. In 1854, while in
Paris, Austin Flint discussed with his French colleagues at the Academy of Sciences his
earlier findings regarding the anatomical nature of spirit knockings. Spiritualism had
been gaining a foothold in Europe around this time. In fact, a German doctor named
M. Schift began receiving credit within European medical circles for discovering the
true source of spirit rappings. Flint found this development particularly irksome as
during his visit he pressed the French Academy to acknowledge that his similar
conclusions predated Schift’s. Even after gaining the support of the French Academy,
such misinformation continued to circulate around Europe. In 1859, the editorial
department of the Buffalo Medical Journal published a small piece on the continued
European confusion regarding M. Schiff’s experiments and stressed that priority should
indeed be given to the findings of Buffalo’s own Drs. Flint, Lee and Coventry.

Dr. Lee found himself in the midst of a mild controversy when, while speaking to a
group of students from Sterling Medical College in Ohio in 1854, he compared the
followers of homeopathy to those of Spiritualism. “[P]eople do not become converts to
any particular system of Medicine or doctrine of Theology, from the amount of proof

.. in their support, but rather from the peculiar constitution and tendency of their men-
tal organization ... .a believer in Homoeopathy will be, most likely, a believer in Spirit
Rappings and Mesmerism.” Lee’s comparison, reproduced in the February 1854 issue
of the American Journal of Homoeapathy, was not received kindly by homoeopaths.
Homoeopathy followed Lee’s statement with one of its own, which included a scathing
critique of Lee’s “exceedingly moderate reasoning faculties.”

Apparently undaunted by such hullabaloo, Dr. Lee wrote a letter to the editor of the
New-York Tribune that appeared in the July 22, 1859 edition. He reminded readers of
his earlier writings on the subject, before
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reminiscing on the matter. After the ex-
periments with Flint and Coventry, while
teaching in Maine, he was asked to lecture
on the subject of spirit rappings. With
some searching, he found a local man who
could produce similar noises when flexing
his ankle joint. The man consented to help
and during the presentation, Lee’s
assistant gave “a more striking illustration
of ‘spiritual knockings’ than the Foxes ever
dreamed of,” Lee said. “What was very
ludicrous, however, was that several in the
audience, who now for the first time had
witnessed anything in the ‘spiritual knock-
ing’ line, and had remained skeptical, be-
came zealous converts to the doctrine of
Spiritualism ... ” In fact, Lee had actually
considered traveling with his new assistant
to “blow Spiritualism and ‘spirit rappers’
sky-high by our demonstrations,” but
changed his mind after seeing the
audience reaction in Maine. Somewhat
bemused, he closed his letter to the 77—
une with thoughts of the Fox family: “If
they were to publicly acknowledge their
imposture... it would not diminish the

910 Main Street « Buffalo

Preserving Memories.

Our expert staff will guide you through selecting quality framing materials
to preserve your history with craftsmanship attention.

8565 Main Street o« Clarence
Visit www.hyatts.com for discount coupon.

number of their followers,” Lee wrote.
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A testimony to the enduring popularity of Spiritualism, even after Margaretta Fox's exposé of

their rappings, was the moving of the Fox family cabin from Hydesvilie to the Spiritiualism center
of Lily Dale in 1915. The cabin was mysteriously destroyed by fire in the 1950s.

PRIVATE COLLECTION

Decades later in 1888, the Fox sisters
did just that. The years leading up to
their confession had not been par-
ticularly kind to the Foxes. Although
Spiritualism and mediumship enjoyed
enormous success, the Fox sisters
suffered from in-fighting, poverty and
alcohol abuse. Ann Leah grew vocally
critical of her sisters. She critiqued Kate’s
purported drinking and questioned her
ability to raise her children. When a
bitter feud erupted between the sisters,
Margaretta and Kate stood on one side,
Ann Leah on the other. Decades of
pent-up resentment and anger surfaced
suddenly when the younger Fox sisters’
desire to injure Ann Leah culminated in
a grand exposé held in New York City on
October 21, 1888. On that day, an exclu-
sive article ran in the New York World. “1
do this, because I consider it my duty..”
Margaretta began, “After I expose it I
hope Spiritualism will be given a death
blow. I was the first in the field and I
have the right to expose it.... My sister
Kate and I were very young children when
this horrible deception began.... We were
very mischievous children and sought
merely to terrify our dear mother ...
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Later that evening, Margaretta, with
Kate in attendance, appeared at New
York’s Academy of Music and took
the opportunity to formally renounce
Spiritualism. Although reportedly “de-
livered ... in a fragmentary and mirth-
provoking style,” in which she scanned
each sentence on her pre-written confes-
sion before “turning to the audience and
slowly repeating it,” the truth was re-
vealed: it was Margaretta’s big toe that
had been rapping all those years. She
then “sat on a chair, with her feet on a
sounding-board, so that the raps might
be distinctly heard”

In her confessional autobiography, The
Death-Blow to Spiritualism, published at
the end of 1888, Margaretta repeated the
public declaration she made earlier in
New York: Spiritualism was rooted in a
joke shared between herself and Kate. It
had all been a magic trick, so convincing
to contemporaries that the sisters, led by
oldest sister Ann Leah, understood it as
a way to make a small fortune. On this
topic, Margaretta mentions that even
though they made up to $150 a night
(approximately $4,200 in 2016 dollars),
“she [Ann Leah] pocketed this”

After choosing such a path, Mar-
garetta continued, it was impossible to
get out of the business. At the beginning
they feared their parents’ punishment,
and years later they feared disappointing
their numerous believers. Furthermore,
throughout the years many committees
tried to debunk the mediums and with
each successful dodging of the truth the
sisters were spurred further on down
their path of deception. In her book,
Margaretta mentions though that Pro-
fessors Austin Flint, Charles A. Lee and
Charles B. Coventry of Buffalo, struck
very close to the truth:

“The theory that they advanced was
that the mysterious noises were pro-
duced by some one of the articulations
of the body. Their assumption was
that it was the great joint of the knee
which produced them ... had they
investigated other joints of the lower
limbs, besides that of the knee, they
must have inevitably arrived at the
correct conclusion.”
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At the end of 1888, Margaretta Fox con-
tributed to this further denouncement of Spir-
itualism and the sisters’ earlier claims. In its
pages, she acknowledged that the Buffalo
doctors came extremely close to estab-
lishing the true cause of their rappings. By
then, however, all three doctors were dead.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




The Buffalo doctors moved on from
the realm of spirits, never able to convince
Spiritualism’s most ardent believers of any
duplicity. All three of the Buffalo doctors
died before Margaretta’s confession. Both
Kate and Margaretta eventually died of
complications related to alcohol abuse,
penniless and shunned. Ann Leah lost
her younger two sisters due to stubborn-
ness and greed. Still, the Fox sisters’ story
demonstrates people’s enduring desire to
connect with the deceased, the allure of
the mystical and the unknown and the
temptation of money, as well as the place
of science, medicine and religion in 19th
century Western New York. All these
issues are still present, still rapping at our
modern consciousness. Rl
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at Weill Cornell’s Samuel J Wood Library. He
has worked previously with the R.L. Brown
History of Medicine Collection at UB, and
completed his Ph.D. at the University of
Pennsylvania’s Barbara Bates Center for the
Study of the History of Nursing.

' @h Enitions
BOOK SHOP & GALLERY

Old-Rare-Collectible

BOOKS ~ PRINTS - MAPS - AUTOGRAPHS - ENGRAVINGS
Bought-Sold-Appraised
74 E. Huron @ Qak
phone 716-842-1734  web oldeditions.com
M, hours Tues.-Sat. 11am-6pm

-

GLENCROFT

19th & 20th Century
ANTIQUES & ART

Bought and Sold

10210 Main St., Clarence, NY 14031
in the old Glencroft Coppershop

b 1910

F

Muleskinner
AMERICANA GALLERY

18th, 19th, 20th Century
Decorative Arts

633-4077

5548 Main St. in Williamsville
http://www.muleskinnerantiques.com

C The New York-Pennsylvania
Living with Antiques, Art & Americana
Serving Collectors
For Three Decades

Corrrcror [ COLTECTOR

B3

COLLECTOR

This monthly newspaper features in-depth
articles about antiques and collectibles,
show and auction reports with prices
realized and Lew Larason’s features about

identifying and caring for antiques.

Subscribe for ONLY $24.00 per year!
Call for a complimentary copy today.

1-800-518-0875

NEW YORK - PENNSYLVANIA
COLLECTOR
710 Main Street, East Aurora, NY 14052
www.nypa-collector.com
ADVERTISING INFORMATION:
ads@nypa-collector.com
NEWS: editor@nypa-collector.com

TO ADVERTISE CALL
716-893-4011

New York Eye Doctor
Helps Visually
Impaired To See

Advanced Technology
Allows Many To See Better
or Drive Again

For many people with macular
degeneration or other eye diseases,
the loss of vision can signal the end of
independence and the joy of life. Western
New York optometrist, George Kornfeld,
prescribes miniature telescope glasses to
help people with low vision see better.
“Some of my patients consider

=

As viewed by person with Macular Degeneration

Same scene as viewed through telescope glasses

me their last chance for vision
improvement” said Dr. Kornfeld, one
of few doctors specially trained by the
International Academy of Low Vision
Specialists.

“My job is to figure out everything
and anything possible to allow a
person to see better” says Dr. Kornfeld.

Call For a Free Phone Consultation
and to schedule an appointment with:

Dr. George Kornfeld
Low Vision Optometrist
(866) 446-2050

Serving Rochester, Niagara Falls, North Syracuse,
Elmira, Buffalo, Watertown & Scranton, PA

www.KornfeldLowVision.com
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